
‭RC Forward 2022 Year In Review‬

‭Dear RC Forward supporters,‬

‭As we reflect on 2022, we are filled with immense gratitude for the generosity and‬
‭commitment of our community. You exceeded $5 million in giving in 2022, hitting‬
‭the $20 million all-time gift milestone on December 28. What an unexpected and‬
‭welcome achievement after launching RC Forward as an experiment in 2017.‬

‭This year you continued to champion critical causes, with significant contributions‬
‭directed towards global health, animal welfare, and human empowerment. We also‬
‭saw encouraging support for long-term future protection and climate change‬
‭initiatives, reflecting a growing awareness of these vital issues.‬

‭The past year brought about important staff and operational changes. We welcomed‬
‭new staff, wished others well in their next steps, and saw shifts  in leadership roles.‬

‭This year our community had new opportunities to share their voice, including a‬
‭feature by Global News, and an Effective Giving Day Watch Party organized by our‬
‭team. We also received lots of feedback from you about what works about our‬
‭platform and what we can improve.‬

‭In this 2022 Year in Review, you’ll find charts and graphics that share more‬
‭information about donation trends, your impact, and our  financials, community, and‬
‭team. Thank you for your unwavering support through the last five years, and‬
‭especially amidst a year of transitions.‬

‭Warm regards,‬

‭The RC Forward Team‬
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‭Donation overview‬

‭Annual donations over time‬
‭In 2022 donations totalled $5,079,050. RC‬
‭Forward was launched in late 2017, and 5 years‬
‭later we surpassed $20 million in all-time‬
‭donations, right before year-end on December‬
‭28, 2022!‬

‭Causes supported in 2022‬
‭RC Forward donors support several causes. As‬
‭in past years, our most popular causes by‬
‭donation totals are global health, animal‬
‭welfare, and human empowerment.‬
‭Protecting the long-term future and‬
‭addressing climate change, appealing to a‬
‭slightly more niche audience, received strong‬
‭support compared to past years but more‬
‭modest donation totals in absolute terms.‬

‭Project versus Fund‬
‭RC Forward donors can recommend their gift‬
‭support a project or a cause area fund. This‬
‭chart compares how the support for each‬
‭cause came from project recommendations‬
‭versus Fund recommendations. In general,‬
‭when more support for a cause comes from‬
‭project recommendations versus Fund‬
‭recommendations, this means that RC‬
‭Forward receives more major gifts (above 10K)‬
‭for projects in this cause.‬
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‭Your support of RC Forward Funds‬
‭You supported RC Forward’s 5 Funds with $1.6 million in gifts. Our Funds are an easy‬
‭way to support the latest high-impact projects. They are advised by expert charity‬
‭evaluators, including GiveWell, Animal Charity Evaluators, and Founders Pledge.‬
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‭RC Forward Funds - quarterly gift direction breakdown‬
‭For a more detailed picture of what your gifts recommended for the RC Forward‬
‭Funds supported in 2022, please see the quarterly breakdown below.‬
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‭Your donation recommendations‬
‭With RC Forward, donors can recommend their gift support one or more‬
‭high-impact charitable projects from the select cohort that we offer. We rely on‬
‭expert charity evaluators to select our project cohort. In 2022, you made gift‬
‭recommendations for over 50 projects, totalling $3.46 million.‬
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‭Gift direction update for October-December 2022 gifts‬
‭Generally, the team reviews recommendations and completes gift direction on a‬
‭quarterly basis. Operational changes in 2023 delayed gift direction for Q4 2022 gifts.‬
‭Please see the breakdown below for more information, current to June 2024.  The‬
‭team is working to complete gift direction as soon as possible. For the latest gift‬
‭direction status, please view the spreadsheet‬‭here‬‭.‬
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SgrEV7eNs1XQFYSUTQdJlT7MT9Tba0AeGjS1BA2noy8/edit#gid=0


‭Financial Overview‬
‭RC Forward is a project of Rethink Charity. Its team and operations support‬
‭multiple projects; RC Forward’s revenue and expenses are estimated below.‬

‭*Some support of RC Forward’s operations is not included in the chart above, due to this support being‬
‭received by a different entity.‬
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‭Support for RC Forward‬
‭S‬‭upport for RC Forward’s operating expenses help high-impact‬‭projects raise‬
‭more support for their important work. We are extremely grateful to every donor‬
‭that uses our platform, as your support of the 4% operations allocation enables us‬
‭to continue operating it. Particular thanks goes to folks who made a gift‬
‭recommended for RC Forward’s operations itself.‬
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‭Our community‬
‭We serve a growing community of Canadians who want to maximize the good their‬
‭donations accomplish. We celebrate each of your commitments to doing more good!‬

‭In March, several community members were profiled in the Global News piece:‬‭The‬
‭virtuous few‬‭. In November, we had many members of‬‭our community attend our‬
‭Watch Party for Effective Giving Day 2022, a global event organized by Giving What‬
‭We Can to celebrate the pursuit of impact and effectiveness in our giving. Below is a‬
‭small selection of feedback we received in 2022 about our platform.‬
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https://globalnews.ca/news/8656523/effective-altruism-movement-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8656523/effective-altruism-movement-canada/


‭Our team‬

‭Staff‬
‭In 2022 Rethink Charity was staffed by Baxter Bullock, Siobhan Brenton, Ilva‬
‭Ravinska, Megan Jamer, and SoonKhen (SK) OwYong. There was a lot of change‬
‭and travel, and we would like to share an overview with you.‬

‭Our team had the privilege to meet in person with each other and the wider‬
‭effective altruism community throughout the year. We kicked off the year with‬
‭some coworking when the team was in or near Vancouver–our former Operations‬
‭Officer, Marisa, also visited in February. In March we had a staff mini-retreat in‬
‭Port Moody to discuss the future and strategy of Rethink Charity’s projects.‬

‭We attended several conferences to discuss effective giving and RC Forward, and‬
‭to connect with other like-minded individuals. In April, Baxter, Megan, and Ilva‬
‭had the opportunity to attend the Effective Altruism Global (EAG) conference in‬
‭London and catch up with Tee, Rethink Charity’s Co-Founder.  In September, SK,‬
‭Megan, and Siobhan attended EAG DC, where they were able to meet up with‬
‭former colleagues Ilva, Marisa, and Simmo. In September, Megan attended the‬
‭Effective Giving Summit for leaders in this space, generously hosted by Effektiv‬
‭Spenden in their fantastic TEAMWORK coworking space.‬

‭10‬



‭There were significant staff changes in 2022. In the spring SK was hired, Siobhan‬
‭went on leave and Ilva moved on from the organization to pursue an exciting‬
‭new opportunity. We are so grateful for Ilva’s versatile contributions to the team!‬

‭In the summer, Baxter went on leave and Megan was appointed Acting Executive‬
‭Director. In the winter, Baxter decided to move on from the organization’s staff‬
‭after 5 years of dedicated and valued service. He remains on Rethink Charity’s‬
‭Board of Directors. Our whole team wishes Baxter the best in his next step and‬
‭are so grateful for his pivotal contributions to Rethink Charity since its early days.‬
‭During this period Siobhan also rejoined part-time and SK was appointed‬
‭Executive Director. These changes had ramifications on Rethink Charity,‬
‭including a decision to focus exclusively on RC Forward going forward.‬
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‭Board members‬
‭Rethink Charity’s Board of Advisors in 2022 was: Peter Wildeford, Jessica Marcus, Ed‬
‭Prokop, Baxter Bullock, Tee Barnett, Alexander Gordon-Brown, Travis Cooper, Ozzie‬
‭Gooen, Kalista Barter, Colm ó Riain, and Paul Hughes. We are grateful to each and‬
‭everyone one of them for their support throughout their tenure and particularly in‬
‭2022. They provided dedicated and compassionate assistance and went above and‬
‭beyond. Without them we would have had a much harder time navigating the‬
‭challenges of 2022.‬

‭Colm ó Riain moved on from our Board of Advisors in 2022 and we wish to sincerely‬
‭thank him for his many years of service.‬

‭Stay in touch‬
‭Thank you for the positive impact you created in 2022. We are very grateful for your‬
‭high-impact charitable giving, your feedback, and your support of RC Forward.‬

‭👋  Reach our team:‬‭rcforward.org/contact‬
‭💌  Get updates:‬‭rcforward.org/rc-forward-newsletter‬
‭🌍  Give with impact:‬‭rcforward.org/donate‬
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