
RC Forward 2023 Year In Review

Dear RC Forward Supporters,

2023 presented significant challenges for RC Forward and our team. As we shared in 
July, the unexpected cessation of our previous grant facilitator prompted a 
comprehensive review of our operations. This review highlighted several changes 
necessary to ensure we strengthen our partnership approach as a Canadian 
registered charity.

We are incredibly grateful to our donor community for their patience, feedback, and 
trust. Despite these challenges, you contributed nearly $4 million in 2023 to 
high-impact projects, reaching a total of $24 million in all-time gifts.

Our charity partners also deserve special recognition. They were affected by our 
operational changes, and we appreciated the opportunity to work individually with 
each partner to help them stay connected to their Canadian supporters. Their 
understanding and patience has been invaluable.

RC Forward’s continuation in 2023 is truly a collective achievement. Alongside our 
donor and partner charity communities, our team felt supported and encouraged by 
our colleagues and other organizations within the effective giving and effective 
altruism (EA) communities globally. Thank you all.

In this 2023 Year in Review, you’ll find charts and graphics detailing donation trends, 
your impact, and our financials, community, and team. Thank you for your 
unwavering support over the past six years, especially during this year of transitions.

Warm regards,

The RC Forward Team
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https://rcforward.org/rc-forward-donation-delay-and-pause/


Donation overview

Annual donations over time
In 2023 donations totalled $3,940,091. RC 
Forward was launched in late 2017, and 6 
years later we surpassed $24 million in 
all-time donations! 

Causes supported in 2023
RC Forward donors support several causes. As 
in past years, our most popular causes by 
donation totals are global health, animal 
welfare, and human empowerment. Causes 
supported were also significantly influenced 
by the July 2023 pause in new donations for 3 
of our Funds: Human Empowerment, Climate 
Change, and Long-Term Future.

Project versus Fund
This chart compares how the support for 
each cause came from project 
recommendations versus Fund 
recommendations. All recommendations in 
2023 were heavily influenced by RC Forward’s 
need to pause new donations for most 
projects in July; new donations were mainly 
limited to global health, human 
empowerment, and animal welfare causes.
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Your support of RC Forward Funds
You supported RC Forward’s 5 Funds with $1.21 million in gifts. Our Funds are an easy 
way to support the latest high-impact projects. They are advised by expert charity 
evaluators, including GiveWell, Animal Charity Evaluators, and Founders Pledge. 
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RC Forward Funds - quarterly gift direction breakdown 
For a more detailed picture of what your gifts recommended for the RC Forward 
Funds supported in 2023, please see the quarterly breakdown below. 
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Gift direction update for 2023 gifts
Generally, the team reviews recommendations and completes gift direction on a 
quarterly basis. Operational changes in 2023 delayed gift direction for some gifts 
made January to July, 2023 (as well as October to December, 2022). Please see the 
breakdown below for more information, current to June 2024.  The team is working 
to complete gift direction as soon as possible. View the updated spreadsheet here.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SgrEV7eNs1XQFYSUTQdJlT7MT9Tba0AeGjS1BA2noy8/edit#gid=0


Financial Overview
RC Forward is a project of Rethink Charity. Its team and operations support 
multiple projects; RC Forward’s revenue and expenses are estimated below.
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Support for RC Forward
Support for RC Forward’s operating expenses help high-impact projects raise 
more support for their important work. We are extremely grateful to every donor 
that uses our platform, as your support of the 4% operations allocation enables us 
to continue operating it. Particular thanks goes to folks who made a gift 
recommended for RC Forward’s operations itself. 
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Our team
In 2023 Rethink Charity was staffed by Siobhan Brenton, Megan Jamer, and 
SoonKhen (SK) OwYong. Our team bid farewell to Siobhan in March, who joined 
Blueprint Biosecurity as Chief of Staff. Siobhan remains on the Rethink Charity 
Foundation Board and we are deeply grateful for her contributions since RC 
Forward’s inception! Megan and SK were able to visit Siobhan on the Sunshine 
Coast to have a farewell meal, and the former two tacked-on a mini retreat to 
take advantage of being in the same place. 

Megan and SK adjusted to working as a two-person team, trying on different 
combinations of roles. For much of the year, they worked as Co-Executive 
Directors, each holding significant responsibility for the organization’s operation 
and stakeholders.

Megan and SK had the opportunity to travel to London for EA Global 2023. The 
focus of their conversations there were the changes taking place at RC Forward. 
Through these changes the broader EA and effective giving communities have 
been a steady source of inspiration, support, and useful feedback. While in the 
UK SK also attended the Effective Giving Summit, participating in talks about 
global coordination, building relationships with high net worth individuals, and 
diversity and inclusion.
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There’s been weekly coworking for the EA community in Vancouver, and SK has 
been a consistent attendee. Megan was able to attend a few times, and both 
were able to attend the Giving What We Can Vancouver meetups held in 
September and November. SK has also been able to connect with some donors 
and other stakeholders from his location in Vancouver. It can be difficult to work 
in a small, fully remote team. SK joined us in 2022 when the entire team was 
based in Vancouver or nearby. This is no longer the case and so the EA Vancouver 
coworking scene has been a welcome addition for him! 

Left: SK and Megan with Fabio 
and Alex from Giving What We 
Can. Below left: Megan and SK 
coworking; below right: 
Vancouver EA coworking
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Board members
Rethink Charity’s Board of Advisors in 2023 was: Peter Wildeford, Jessica Marcus, Ed 
Prokop, Baxter Bullock, Tee Barnett, Alexander Gordon-Brown, Travis Cooper, Ozzie 
Gooen, Kalista Barter, and Paul Hughes. We are grateful to each and everyone one of 
them for their support throughout their tenure and particularly in 2023. They 
provided dedicated and compassionate assistance and went above and beyond. 
Without them we would have had a much harder time navigating the challenges of 
2023. 

Jessica Marcus, Peter Wildeford, and Paul Hughes moved on from our Board of 
Advisors in 2023 and we wish to sincerely thank each of them for their service. 

Thank you
To each and every one of our donors and community members – we are so grateful 
to you for sticking with through the accomplishments and challenges of RC Forward 
since it launched in 2017. It’s because of you that we were able to weather the 
obstacles of 2023 and go into 2024 with optimism and strategic focus. We’re inspired 
by your continued dedication to supporting outstanding charitable projects that 
create a tangible difference in the lives of humans and animals. Thank you! 

👋 Reach our team: rcforward.org/contact
💌 Get updates: rcforward.org/rc-forward-newsletter
🌍 Give with impact: rcforward.org/donate
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